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The Attributes of God, as revealed in the| 


scriptures of the Od and New Testaments. 
(Concluded.) 


It is essential to a true faith in God, that we 
should ‘believe that He is.” Which faith or 
belief must, to be rational, have a distinct idea 
of indentity, whether we conceive of person- 
ality, as a being evident to the senses, or con- 
ceivable by the mind as an Absolute, Infinite 
spirit, or cause, whom we believe to be the 
Creator of all things. We must conceive 
something, or we cannot believe any thing. 
For it is impossible for a man to believe that, 
of which he knows nothing. Or in other 
words, it is impossible to take any thing, or 
principle, into consideration, of which we are 
perfectly ignorant. 

God is an infinite being. Man is a finite 
being. A finite being cannot search and find 
out an Infinite Being, therefore man cannot 


harmony he may expect to result from this, 
unnatural combination, he is, though he may be 
ignorant, taking the side of the adversary and 
enemy of man. If salvation, or life eternal, is 
the consequence of knowing God, and Christ 
makes this declaration, what is there that men 
call good, and which this world can afford, 
which deserves to be put in competition with 
this knowledge ? And what folly can be 
greater than that of denying our principles 
through fear, or placing them “ like a candle 
under a bushel,” lest we should be known, 
and lose the favour—of whom? Of poor im- 
potent man; who, while his hand is lifted in 
anger, may himself fall a victim to the moth. 

If sincerity is necessary and commendable in 
any thing, it is in aman’s acknowledgment of his 
religious sentiments. And if dissimulation is re- 
prehensible in common things of little moment, 
it is proportionable more in that, which of all 
concerns is incomparably the greatest. 





have a true knowledge of God, any further; « For God hath not given us the spirit of 
than God has revealed himself to him. God fear; but of power, and of love, and of asound 
has declared his unity in the most positive|mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 
terms, and we hazard the assertion, that the | testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; 
scriptures contain no positive declaration to but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
the contrary. And if God declares his unity gospel according to the power of God.” This 
positively, what right has man to declare the is the advice of Paul to Timothy. “ Put not 
contrary from inference. ‘*/ am God, and your trust in man,” is the advice of the pro- 
beside me there is none else; look unto Me! phet. ‘ Fear not man,” is the declaration of 
and be ye saved all the ends of the earth, for’ Christ. 

f am God, and besides Me there is no Saviour. | If there is but one God, the Creator, Re- 
fhe Lord thy God is one Lord.”” Can words | deemer and Sanctifier of all things, hear him. 
be more plain? can language be more ex-| + Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and him 
pressive ! And can it be possible that in this' only shalt thou serve.” ‘This is the require- 
enlightened age, famed for theological know- ment of Almighty God; and if idolatry consists 
ledge and Christian charity, that the thunders in worshipping idols ,are not those idolaters who 
of the orthodox church, and even the invec-| worship three gods? Keader, lay aside all 
tives of the humble are hurled with inquisito-| prejudice, open your Bible, recollect that the 
rial vengeance at the man who shall dare pro-| three gods who are worshipped in these mo- 
fess his open and unqualified belief in them ?) dern times, are of human origin. The scrip- 
What if the secular arm has destroyed the! tures testify, that ‘ There is none other God 
engines of torture, and paralized the efforts of but one. For though there be that are called 





the infuriated persecuior, whose maddened gods, whether in heaven, orin earth, (as there 
zeal would light the faggot, and send the here-! be gods many, and lords many, ) but to us eel 
tical dissenter, in screams and flame, to an/is but one God, the Father, of whom are all! 
imagined torment, greater in their distempered things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus} 
imagination than their ingenuity, assisted by a Christ, by whom are all things, and we by| 
zeal, ignited by all the rage and fury of mista-|him.”” Christ is this God, or Creator, this 
ken holiness could inflict: Is there no foe ?| Lord, or Master. ‘“ The Lord of hosts is his 
No weapon left? If there is a, foe, he is as/name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
impotent as error is groundless; and safety is Israel; the God of the whole earth shall He 
as Certain, as truth is eternal. | be called.” 

‘* Believe, or die!’ was the declaration of| From whence proceeded these gods, equal 
Mahomet, when with the Alcoran in one hand, | in power, and separate in identity? Were 
and the sword in the other, he attempted to | they not generated in the council at Trent? 
propagate human doctrines. ‘* Father, forgive | Suppose a council of clergymen should convene 
them! for they know not what they do,’ was in New-York, and declare that tuere were two 
the declaration of Christ, when his hands | gods and no more, and no less; or if you please, 
were nailed by his enemies, yet by the sufferer two gods and an half, ridiculous and absurdly 
considered as engraven with love, with com-| impious as this would be, we believe it would 
passion for a guilty werld. Whatever partakes | {ind many adherents; and it would be more rea- 
of this spirit, is allied to Heaven. The reverse | sonable, than the present doctrine of three gods. 
of this, is the spirit of hell. They are Anti-| For in proportion as you reduce the number, 
podes. And from whatever motive any man| you approximate to the trath. And reason and 
may attempt to reconcile them, whatever of} truth are never at variance; and if three can 





be one, and one three, two and an half can be 
one likewise; and one, two and an half. 

There is not in reason, nature or revelation 
any thing to authorize a belief in three god 
The scriptures are decidedly against the vers 
idea of such a thing; and if the offices o 
methods, which God in his providence ma 
iake, to manifest himself to the comprehension 
of his creatures, that he may, by revealing 
himself to their sense and capacities, promote 
their happiness, are to be considered as dis 
tinct from God, and deitied; we might on the 
same principle make as many gods as there are 
distinct substances in the universe, or ideas in 
the mind. 

John, in his first epistle, 5th chapter, 7th 
verse, says, ‘‘ there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost; and these three are one.” As if John 
had anticipated the error, which should gain 
ground in the world at a future time, and with 
a view to prevent the possibility of miscon- 
struing his declaration, he adds, “ and these 
three are one.”’ Or in other words, [ do not 
mean three Gods, or three persons* in identity, 
but only one God. What is it to bear record, 
but to testify to the truth of any thing? And if 
every person was to be deified, who was to 
testify to the truth; our gods would be more 
numerous than the gods of the Heathens. 
‘* The testimony of Jesus, is the spirit of pro- 
phecy.”’ Consequently the testimony of Jesus, 
is the record of Jesus. The prophet Isaiah, 
speaking of Christ, says, ‘* His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”’ 
Suppose the prophet had added, and these five 
are one God; he would have declared the 
truth; and the Council at Trent would have 
added two more to their imaginary deities. 

It is notorious that the ancient heathen 
nations sought safety in the multiplicity of their 
gods. They counted them by hundreds; and 
every extraordinary occurrence which created 
a new fear, produced anew deity. Which 
occasioned the remark of one of their philoso- 
phers, that ‘ fear made the first gods.” It is 
natural for the weak to seek safety in numbers, 
from a common and correct opinion, that ‘ in 
the multitude of counseilors there is safety.” 
Which sentiment, by a strange perversion, has 
been applied even to Ciod himself. 

‘| am God, and beside me there is none 
else; is the declaration of the Almighty 
Creator. ‘* There are three distinct persons 
in the Godhead, the same in substance, equal 





* The term person never once occurs in the New Tes 
iament, as applied to the Deity In our English transla 
tion the term is adopted, where it is said of the Son of 
God, that He is the express image of His, the Father's 


person. Heb. 1 3. But the original word here rendered 
person, ish asis, which ought properly to have been 
rendered substance. It is further to be observed, that the 


Greek term, prosopon. which we reader person. is always 
applied to express the fare or aspect of @ thing, and that 
the Latin term, persona, is accordingly used to express 
what we mean by character. 


1 


in power and glory,”’ 1s the deciaration o1 the 
council at Trent. Consider for a moment that 
the words distinct, and separate, are perfectly 
3) 20nymous in their meaning, which 1s a fact, 
although modern use has made a theological 
difference, for it is impossible for any thing to 
be distinct, without being separated from every 
thing else; or to be separated from every thing, 
without being distinct from every thing; and 
vead, “‘there are three separate persons, each 


possessing almighty power, and the same in) 


substance; and you make three Gods as com- 
pletely, and define their separate capacities, 
and indentify their persons, as much so, as 
ever the idolatrous heathens did their gods; 
and it is as completely idolatary to worship 
three gods, as it would be to worship three 
thousand. ‘There is but ONE Almighty God. 
All other deities, call them by what name you 
please, and identify their persons, or proper- 
ties, or attributes as you will, still they are 
the ereatures of your own imagination, and 
are equally unworthy of homage, undeserving 
of praise, and as gods, too contemptible from 
impotence to excite the smallest fear. 

This absolute infinite being, who is the God 
of the whole earth, and who alone is deserving 
of praise and adoration, never did, nor never 
will, manifest himself to his creatures, in any 
other, and only in the ONE Person, Jesus 
Christ, the divine humanity, or Immanuel, God 
with us; ** who is God over all, the same to- 
day yesterday ,and forever; and who declared, 
‘* he that hath seen me hath seen the Father, 
and the Father dwelleth in me, and | in him.” 
if we examine the prophets, we shall find that 
their declarations are unanimous relative to 
Almighty God, as the Creator and Judge of the 
world. And it we look at the testimony of 
Christ and his apostles, we shall find that Jesus, 
the Saviour, is the Creator and Judge. Let 
every man who professes to believe the scrip- 
tures to be a revelation from heaven, and to be 
truth, ask himself this question; are these 
declarations truth; ought | not to believe them, 
in preference to the declarations of any man, 
or number of men, let their characters or pro- 
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three Gods at variance. Third, one of the three ,mandment; when he appointed the foundations 
Gods dies, to appease the wrath or anger of of the earth. Then | was by him, as one 
another of these Gods. Fourth, finding that| brought up with him; and I was daily his 
his death had not answered the purpose delight, rejoicing always before him. Kejoic- 
efiectually, he is trying by persuasion to pacify | ing in the habitable part of his earth; and my 
him. And fifth, the third God is sent to recon- | delights were with the sons of men.” 

ile man to his fate, and comfort him, until the} His power is defined, for he is called Al- 
anger of the first named God abates. And/mighty. ‘All things were made by him, and 
wonderful to tell, they each of them possess |for him; and without him was not any thing 
|the same power and glory. { amsensible that! made that was made.’’ His justice is declar- 
some men will charge me with impiety, if not) ed, and its effects explained. ‘ I am God, and 
blasphemy. I have only to say, in my defence, | besides me there is none else; a just God and 
that the Almighty Maker and Father and| Saviour; a just God, having salvation; a just 





Creator of all worlds, is quite a different 
being from any of those imaginary deities 
above mentioned, And that not one word 
| have written, as applicable to them, has the 
least possible reference to him, for his name 
and nature *‘ is love,’ and he is unchangeable. 

‘The characters and attributes of these Tren- 
tian deities, are precisely the characters and 
attributes of fallen degraded man; with the 
exception of the second deity in their list, 
who is represented as too humane to be com- 
pared to man, while he sustains his present 
character; but he is frequently described as 
sustaining his affectionate forbearing disposi- 
tion and character, only for a time; and that 





God, and the justifier of the ungodly.” 

The purity of his character is represented, 
when itis said, ‘* He is too pure to behold ini- 
quity. The harmony and unity of all his 
attributes and perfections are explained and 
summed up, in the divine declaration, ‘* GOD 
IS LOVE.”” The reason why his creatures 
should worship him, is stated when they are 
called to adore him. ‘ Praise the Lord, for 
he is good; because his mercy endureth /for- 
ever.” 

As the dazzling spendour of the noon-day sun 
exceeds the feeble glimmer of the glow-worm, 
who flitters at summer’s eve, so the trans- 
cendent glories of this divine God of love, 


he will finally be wrathful and implacable | exceeds the doubtful and ignoble purposes, and 
himself. It is not uncommon to see men’ soars on the triumphant wings of mercy, above 
angry, and some of their fellows, better natur- ithe feeble deities and imaginary gods, who, 
ed at the time than themselves, trying to pacify whether they have emerged from the crucible 
them; and it very frequently happens, that|of the founder, the chisel of the statuary, the 
they meet with success; but should they fail, | axe of the woodman. or the disordered imagi- 
and the angry mari retain his wrath for a great nation of the unbeliever, are alike impotent in 
length of time, it is more than probable his! power, inconsistent in reason, and absurd in 
neighbours would lose their good opinions of goodness. “If Baal be God, serve him. But 
him. And is it possible that passions which if the Lord be God, serve him.” Contrast the 
would disgrace a man, are attributable to gods? Almighty power, infinite wisdom, and unbound- 
‘* Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” ed goodness, of the one only living and true 
is the first command in the degalogue. And God, with the doubtful authority, indecision of 
we believe, that no man living who knows the action, and malignity of purpose, which charac- 
true character and attributes of the great law- terize the imaginary gods, whose imputed 
giver, will have the least inclination to have attributes and purposes have unhinged society, 
any other. The character which this great unsheathed the sword, made man the enemy ot 
and good Being gives of himself, is too plain man, distracted the world with commotions, 








fessions be what they may ? ‘here is no other) 
possible alternative but to believe this truth, if 
you would be consistent and reasonable; for to. 
disbelieve it would be to give God the lie di- 
rect. It is in vain fora man to qualify his faith, 
by saying, | believe there are three persons, 
but | do not mean there are three God’s; 
which sentiment, couch it in what terms you 
please, amounts to nothing more or less than 
this; I am in the habit of saying one thing, but 
then I always mean something else. This is 
the price, which is voluntarily paid by thou- 
sands to preserve their orthodoxy. 

The grand inconsistency of this modern 
hypothesis, remains yet to be told. Notwith- 
standing the positive declaration, that these 
‘* three persons are the same in substance, and 
equal in power;” yet we are gravely told, that 
one Almighty person is angry, and the second 
Almighty person is trying to appease and pacify 
him; and the third Almighty person is employ- 
ed in solacing and comforting those, against 
whom the anger of the first Almighty person is 
directed; and all this, even after the second 
Almighty person had died to appease that anger, 
but his death was not effectual. It is astonish- 
ing, that mankind do not see the horrible 
impiety and inconsistency of this doctrine. It 





represents, first, three Gods. Second, these 


and explicit to be misunderstood, if there ex- 
ists in the mind of the inquirer a willingness 
to relinquish his errors and embrace the truth, 
in the love of it. : 

He has declared that he is the Lord, ‘* the 
Lord God, gracious and merciful, slew to anger, 
abundant in goodness, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression and sin. 
forever, but according to the multitude of his 


mercies he will have compassion, for he doth | 


‘is obscure, false and doubtful. 





That he will not cast off) 


and deluged the earth with blood. 

The language of idolatrous worshippers 
The decla- 
rations of the only living and true God, 
are plain, true, and consolatory. ‘ Thy 
Maker is thy husband; the God of the whole 
earth shall he be called. 1 will not contend 
for ever, neither will | be always wroth; lest 
the spirits should fail before me, and the souls 
that | have made. Look unto me, all the ends 


not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of of the earth, and be ye saved, for | am God, and 


men.” And his immutability is guaranteed by 
his own declaration, ‘‘ For 1 am the Lord; I 
change not.” 


besides me there is none else. As I live, saith 


the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth. Sing, O heavens, and be joy- 


The wisdom of God, is revealed to man in| ful, O earth, and break forth into singing, O 


the seriptures, in the plainest and strongest 
language, and represented as eternal. ‘ The 
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways, 
before the works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. When there was no depths, I was 
brought forth; when there was no fountains 
abounding with water. Before the mountains 
were settled, before the hills, was | brought 
forth. When he prepared the heavens, I was 
there, when he set a compass upon the face of 
the depth. When he established the clouds 
above, when he strengthened the fountains of 
the deep. When he gave to the sea his de- 
cree, that the waters should not pass his com- 





mountains; for the Lord hath comforted his 
people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 
But Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? 
yea they may forget; yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands; thy walls are continually betore 
me.’ Therefore, ‘I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; he hath covered me with a robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 
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herself with her jewels. For as the earth) 
pringeth forth her bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown tn it to spring 
forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
snd praise to spring forth, before ALL THE 
NATIONS.” 

N.B. To the reader. ‘* Prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good;” is the advice 
ef “Paul, the servant of Christ.” Reason 
teaches us, that the sayings of God must be 
true. We are commanded by Christ when we 
pray, to say ‘‘our Father which art in heaven.” 
Christ again speaks of himself and says, ‘* no 
man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven.” You will observe that 
Christ while on earth, here speaks of himself 
as being in heaven, consequently he declares 
himself to be the Father. Again, Christ says, 
{ and my Father are one, not two, or three. 
The declaration is positive that Christ is the 
Creator of all things. The humanity, or hu- 
man body, he veiled his glories in, that he might 
inanifest himself to the world he made; and 
dwelling in that body, he was Immanuel or God | 
with us; and that body or blood being a part! 
of the human family, he being the Creator and 
consequently Father of all, mankind are, won- | 
derful to relate, his brethren; he the head, | 
they the other members. And he the head 
rendered perfect obedience to his law, in their| 
stead and for them, that his righteousness might 
be theirs, and he as the ** head of every beg 
died for every man, and ** destroyed death and} 
him that had the power of death,’ and rose | 
from the dead, which resurrection was the! 
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tothe Jews, “* Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they | 
are they which testify of Me.” (John v.! 
39.) And again, ‘* Had ye believed Moses, ye | 
would have believed me, for he wrote of me.” | 
(Verse 46.) To the same purpose itis written | 
in the Evangelist, that Jesus, after his resur- | 
rection, ** Beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, expounded to them (hi- two disci-| 
ples) in all the Scriptures, the thinzs concern- | 
ing himself.” (Luke xxiv. 27.) ile also re- 
proves their want of belief in the prophets, | 
where he says, in the preceding verse 25,! 
* O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the Prophets have spoken!’ Again, to- 
wards the end of the same chapter, he says 
to the rest of his disciples, ‘* These are the 
words which I spake unto you while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the Psalms. concerning me.” 
(Verse 44.) And immediately it is added, 
‘*Then opened he their understandings, that 
they might understand the Scriptures.”” (Verse 
45.) By which is manifestly meant, that he en- 
abled them to see how all the Scriptures, viz. 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms, 
had immediate reference to himself. 
in presenting this prophetic testimony to 

your view, it is not my intention to adduce the} 
whole of it, because that would be to write a 
Volume, and not a Letter, and therefore | shall 
content myself with adverting to the most 
striking and convincing parts of it. For this 
reason I shall not dwell on the prophetic de- 
claration in the third chapter of Genesis, where 





{ 





il 


art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
Ask of me, and [ shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession.” (Verses 7, 8.) 
And then it presently follows, “ Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and so ye perish from the 
right way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in 
him.” (Verse 12.) These words, it is to be 
noted, according to the authority of the sacred 
writers themselves, have reference to Jesus 
Christ. (See Acts xui. 33. Heb. 1. 5. chap. v. 5.) 

Now | would ask any serious considerate 
person, who believes the above words to be 
the words of God, whether it be at all con- 
ceivable, that the Son there spoken of, can be 
i mere man, or indeed can be any being less 
than aGod? For how can the Lord, or Je- 
Hovan, say of amere man, ‘* Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee’? How, again, 
can it be said of amere man, I will give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession ? 
And again, with what propriety or meaning 
can we be exhorted to kiss the Son, jest he be 
angry, andso we perish from the right way, it 
by the Son here spoken of, be understood a 
mere human being like ourselves? And lastly, 
how could it be said, Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him, unless the being here 
alluded to be the Divine Being? For who but 
the Divine Being can be the allowable object 
of our trust, and what blessedness can possi- 
bly be derived from putting our trust in any 
other? 

So again, we find it written in the 45th 


destruction of death; for he ‘led captivity |it is said by the Almighty to the serpent, ‘‘1) Psalm, ‘Thou art fairer than the childrea 
captive,” or led death, the gaoler, who until| will put enmity between thee and the woman,|of men; grace is poured into thy lips, there- 


that time kept manhtud prisoners in the grave, 
a captive. And mankind, agreeably to the de- 
claration of Paul, have ‘risen with him,” a 
spiritual resurrection to eternal life in the Son 
of God, ‘‘ who is the same to-day, yesterday, 
and forever.” This can be proved expressly 
from the scriptures, beyond the possibility of 
refutation. 

‘* Herein is love, not that we love him, but 
that he first loved us.”” Unto the ONE ONLY 
TRUE AND LIVING GOD, THE ETERNAL 
FATHER, who clothed himself in our flesh, 
and reconciled us to himself by his body, as our 
elder brother, on the cross, und who will, in 
his own good time, purify us by the operation 
of his holy Spirit, and write his law upon our 
hearts; be ascribed all the HONOUR, AND 
GLOLY, DOMINION, AND POWER, FOR- 
EVEK, AMEN, | 





ondtijine 
COMMUNICATION. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herairl. 

As the Unitarian doctrine is gaining ground} 

ta this city, and as it deprives religion of its! 

very essence, and removes the corner stone of | 

Christianity; 1 have taken some extracts from | 

a very able and new work, that | have in my 

possession, against this heresy, which | now 

forward you for publication, provided it shall 
meet your approbation. 

On the Testimony of Prophecy, in regard to 
the Divine Person and Character of Jesus 
Christ. 

That this testimony is of importance in 
deciding on the person and character of Jesus 
Christ, is evident from what Jesus Christ him- 
self declares concerning it, as where he says 





and between thy seed and her seed; it shall | 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his, 
heel;” (verse 15.) nor yet on the prophecy 
of Jacob, ‘* The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be;’’ (Gen. xlix. 10.) 
nor yet on that of Balaam, ‘I shall see him, 
but not now; I shall behold him, but not nigh; | 
there shall come a star out of Jacob, and a| 
sceptre shall arise out of Israel, and shall 

smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the 
children of Sheth. Out of Jacob shall come 

He that shall have dominion.”” (Numb. xxiv. 

17, 19.) 1 shall not, I say, insist particularly 
on any of the above predictions, though it 
might easily be shown that they all point to the 
Great Saviour, and have always been regarded 
as extraordinary testimonies concerning him 

It might also be shown, that they all point to 
the appearing, on earth, of a Being more than 
mortal, since to bruise the head of the serpent, 
to gather the people, to smite the corners of 
Moab, and to have dominion, are expressions 
which, according to their spiritual and genuine 
meaning, must have reference to some act of 
an Omnipotent Being, and, consequently, not 
to the agency of a mere man. 

But, passing by these testimonies, which 
yet are not to be lightly esteemed, let us pro- 
ceed to the book of Psalms, a book which, it 
has been already seen, from the express de- 
claration of Jesus Christ, bas reference to 
himself. In the second psalm we read these 
remarkable words, ** | will declare the decree; | 
the Lord (Jznovan*) hath said unto me, Thou 











*It may be proper to inform the reader, who is av- 
acquainted with the original Hebrew, that the term | 


fore God hath blessed thee for ever. Gind 
thy sword upon thy thigh, O mighty, with thy 
glory and thy majesty,”’ &c. &c. (Verses 2, 3. 
4, 5.) It then follows in the next verses, 
** Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; 
the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 
Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wicked- 
ness, therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”’ 
(Verses 6, 7.) What judgment now must every 
serious and considerate reader form of these 
passages? A Being is here spoken of, who is 
fairer than the children of men, to whom are 
ascribed many wonderful works. It is then said 
of this Being, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever; the sceptre of thy kingdom is a 
right sceptre; and it then follows, therefore 
God, iny God, hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness above thy fellows. How strange 
and mysterious is the mode of expression here 
adopted! God is said to anoint God, which mode 
of expression can have no possible meaning, 
unless when applied to the Incarnate God, or 
God manifest in the flesh; but when so applied, 
what sanctity, what wisdom, what edification, 
does it involve! For how forcibly does it im- 
press upon our minds the great evangelical 
truth, that Jesus Christ, the fairest of the 
children of men, that only begotten of the 
Father, was finally, when his victories over 
the powers of darkness were completed, made 
one with the Father, and by that union was 
exalted to everlasting dominion over heaven 
and the church! It therefore follows in 
the same psalm, that he is the Supreme Object 
of worship in the church, and that all the 
Jenovan, in the original, is uniformly rendered, in our 
Kuglish version, by the term Lotd. 
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members of the church obliged to a 
knowledge himassuch. For thus it ts further 
written, ‘* Hearken, O daughter, and consider, 
incline thine ear; forget also thine own peo- 
ple and thy father’s house. So shall the King 
greatly desire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord; 
and worship thou him.” (Verses 10, 11.) 

Let us turn now to the 72d psalm, where we 
shall be again struck with the suine conviction, 
that Jesus Christ, by uniting tn himself the 
Divine Nature and the human, for the pur- 
pose of saving mankind, so far from being a 
mere man, can be no other than the one eter 
nal God of heaven and earth. For who, that 
reads the following words, and recollects that 
they are the words of God, can possibly be- 
lieve them to relate to any merely human 
being of this world’ ‘Give the king thy 
judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto 
the king’s son. He shall judge thy people 
with righteousness, and thy poor with judg- 
ment. ‘They shall fear thee so long as the 
sun and moon endure, throughout all genera- 
tions. He shall have the dominion also from 


are 


sea to sea, and from the rivers unto the ends | 
Yea, all kings shall fall down) 


of the earth. 


before him; all nations shall serve him. He 


shall redeem their soul from deceit and vio-| 


lence; he shall live, and to him shall be given 


of the gold of Sheba; prayer also shall be’ 


made for him continually, and daily shall he 
be praised. His name shall endure for ever, 
and men shall be blessed in him; all nations 
shall call him blessed.’ (Verses 1! to 18.) 
Had we met with such words in any human 
composition, we might perhaps have supposed, 


soulin hell, neither wilt thou suffer thy holy |** The jadzment he executeth.” 
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tound David my servant; with my holy oil have |‘* The wieeked shall ve turned crto 
{ anointed him.”’ (Verses 18, 19, 20.) Now} the nations that forget God. Psalm 1x. 17, 
that by David inthis passage is not meant | This is often quoted, witha view to prove, 
David the king of the Jews, but he who was thata large portion of the buman race will be 
figured by David, viz. Jesus Christ in his ha-| eternally miserable. The original Hebrew 
manity, 1s evident from what follows concern-| word in the text is seheo!, and generally means 
ing him, where it is written, * Also [I will|grave, which is the meaning in this place 
make him my first-born, higher than the kings| (he preceding verse in the psalm, puts this 
of the earth. His seed also will | mike to endure | beyond a doubt. ‘* The Lord ts known; the 
for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.” | judgment he executeth. he wicked is snared 
Verses 27, 28. 29.) Now we know that the in the work of his own hands.” The words 
seed and throne of David, the king of the | dy and which, in our transtition, are a complete 
Jews, did aot endure for ever, and therefore | perversion; they are supplied by the transla- 
we are forced to conclude, that the promise /tors, and confound the sense of the whole 
related to him who was here figured by David,| passage. ‘The wicked destroy themselves, 
even to Jesus Christ. Accordingly the Apostle | and turn, or force themselves into the grave. 
Peter, in his admirable address to the Jews,} But, * the Lord is known.”? And we know 
(Acts i.) applies to Jesus Christ what David| him to be merciful, and believe him, when he 
‘said concerning himself in the 16th psalm,| declares, ** As | live, saith the Lord, | have no 
where itis written, ‘* (hou wilt not leave my! pleasure in the death of him that dieth.”’ 
How does 
one to see corruption.” (Verse 10 ) [t is plain, |God execute judgment? ‘+ Hearken unto me, 
theretore, from the testimony of the apostles,)my people; and give ear unto me, O my 
that Jesus Christ was prefigured by David. |nation; for a law shall proceed from me, and 
(To be continued.) \L will make my judgment to rest for a light 
—-— jfor the people. My righteousness is near; 
Seripiures, for in them ye think ye\my salvation is gone forth, and mine erms shall 
have eternal life; and they are they which|judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me. 
| testify of me.’ John v. 39. jand on mine arm shall they trust.’ The 
It is very common tor men to search dili- | word, scheol sometimes 1s applied to designate 
gently for money, or any earthly good which (a state of doubt, fear and uncertainty, a state 
they may have lost, or which they wish to | of mental darkness and suffering. [he prophet 


\** Search the 


obtain, and think it can be found by searching. 
Bu' the common manner of reading the scrip- 
tures, whatever name you may please to call 
it by, is very different from searching, espe-| 


and reasonably, that they were intended to be | Clally it we take the above mentioned figure | 
complimentary to some great earthly monarcl.,|@ @ Comparison, and we think it is a very 
and were accordingly written in an exaggerated Just one. Did Christ tell the Jews to search 
and bombast style of metaphorical allusion, , the scriptures to find damnation, or eterna! 
But it is to be considered, that the words are |/?/¢’ Do men in these days examine the scrip- 
the words of God, and therefore must be ex-,tures with a view to find eternal life? And if 
pressive of truth, and not of compliment; of ‘hey do, is it to tind it for themselves alone, or 
reality, and not of exaggeration. \We are|for others? Isit as common for the promises of 
forced then to conclude, that they have refer-| God to be quoted, as the threatenings’? And 
ence to Jesus Christ, who, as to his human| When the promises are quoted, are they not) 
nature, is here called the king’s son. For of | Conlined to those who quote them, or their 
what other king's son can it be said, in any |Sect, or party; and the threatenings against 
truth and reality, that he shall judge the peo- | sin, applied to their neighbours? Is it not com- | 
ple of God with righteousness, and the poor|™09, when the will of God is referred to as 
of God with judgment; that he shall be feared|*lording consolation on account of his willing 
as long as the sun and moon endure throughout | the salvation of all men, to hear the contrary 
all generations; that he shall have dominion|“eclared, and other portions of his word 
also from sea to sea, and from the river unto|>rought forward, with the manifest purpose to 
the ends of the earth; that all kings shall fall| Prove that what God has declared to be his 
down before him, all nations shall serve him; | “!!!, is not his will? And is this the spirit of 
that he shall redeem their soul from deceit| Christ, or antichrist? Is this “ gathering with 
and violence; that his name shall endure for| Christ, or scattering abroad?” “ds the rain 


ever, and men shall be blessed in him? Ap- 
plied then to any other king’s son than Jesus 
Christ, the words never have been accom- 
plished, and never can be accomplished in that 
truth and reality which all the words of God 
involve; but applied to Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the King of kings, they have been fultilled. 
are fuliilling, and will be fulfilled to all eternity. 

In the 89th psalm, again, you will find a 
similar testimony respecting the union of the 
Divine and human natures in Jesus Christ 
under the figurative character of David, for it 
is written, in the mysterious language of that 
divine psalm, ‘ For Jenovan is our defence. 
the holy one of Israelis our king. Then thou 
spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, | 
have laid help upon one that is mighty, | have 
exalted one ckosen‘out of the people. I have 


|cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and re- 
\turneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater; so shall 
uy word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; 
it shall not return unto me void; but it shall ac- 
complish that which I please, and it shail prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it. For you shall go 
out with joy, and beled forth with peuce; the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
you into singing, and all the trees of the field* 
shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn, 
shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the 
briar shal! come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be 
to the Lord for a name, jor an everlasting sign, 
that shall not be cur off.” 


ua 





* Christ declares, that +‘ the field is the world.” And 
we believe commentators are generally agreed, that by 
trees, in this passage, men are meant. 














‘declares, **thou has delivered my soul trom 
‘the lowest hell.” 


it is impossible for any one, 
who believes the prophet to have spoken the 
truth, to doubt the possibility of a man’s 
being delivered, from even the lowest hell. 


/ And if a man believe- the scriptures, he must 


acknowledge the possibility of a man’s being tn 
hell FoR & VER, and coming out safe at last. See 
the book of the prophet Jonah, 2d chap. 2d 
verse, ‘* out of the belly of heli, cried I, and 
thou heardest my voice; Gth verse, “ 1 went 
down to the bottom of the mountains; the 
earth with her bars was about me forever; yet 
hast thou brought up my life from corruption, 
O Lord my God.” 

Reader, *‘ search the scriptures; purge your 
mind with truth. Discard all prejudice and 


passion; and attach the same credit to the 


word of God, which is generally given to the 
misnamed systems of Calvin, Luther, and Hop- 
kins, and the difficulty will disappear ! ** Prove 
all things; hold fast that which is good.” 

PSalm Ixxxvi. 9.—AIl nations whom thou 
hast made, shall come and worship before thee, 
Lord, and shall glorify thy name.”’ John vi. 
13, 44,45. ‘ Jesus therefore answered and 
said unto them, murmur not among yourselves. 
No man can come to me, except the Father, 
which hath sent me, draw him, and I will raise 
him up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, and they shall a/l be taught of God; 
every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” And 
he has declared, ‘‘him that cometh unto 
me, | willin no wise cast out.” 

<iditiine 
To Correspondents. 

All Communications forwarded the Editor per mail, to be 
published in this paper, must be * post paid.” City corres- 
ponents are informed, that a letter box 1s placed at the en- 


trance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gold Street, for 
the reception of their communications. 
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